Mark R. Isfeld PAC Minutes – September 15, 2008
1. Welcome and introductions.

2. Additions to agenda noted.

3. Motion to adopt agenda:  Joanne Steven.

      Seconded:  Diana deWitt.

      Motion carried.

            Noted:  Copies of the minutes of each meeting will be made available in the office, and will eventually be posted on the school website.

4. Principal’s Report:  Bill Village.

· It has been a good start to the school year from the administration’s perspective; traffic with 950 students has been flowing well and the atmosphere is good.
· The issue of portables is being dealt with:  there have been visual inspections, air quality tests and mould-sniffing dogs through the portables, and the administration is waiting for results.  Meanwhile, only 3 of 4 portables are in use.

· Bill 33 – regarding class size and composition policies – will be addressed at Isfeld in the coming weeks.

· Sports teams are starting up – teachers are coaching some teams, and some community coaches are coming in as well.  There is a focus on having a team for each grade and sport.  Announcements regarding sports teams (as well as other announcements) will be distributed to TA’s, will be announced via loudspeaker, and will be on the updated website.

· Huge kudos go from the administration to the staff at Isfeld – they are a talented and capable group, and are open to the many changes that will be taking place as a staff.
· A priority for the administration and staff will be to establish a Code of Conduct for the student body, setting expectations for student behaviour.  The administrators will be looking for three or four parents to join a steering committee to develop a Code of Conduct. 

· Another primary focus for the year will be communication between parents and school.  The student body is divided into two ‘Houses’, with 23 and 24 TA’s (Teacher Advisory groups), and with one Vice Principal for each house.  The intention is that VP’s will know their Houses well, and that parents will come to know their children’s Teacher Advisor (TA) and VP as well.  (There will be increased clarity on the role and responsibilities of TA’s in the coming weeks.)  Parents will be able to phone their child’s TA first if there are questions or concerns, and then the House VP – staff and administration want to avoid communication gaps that can be endemic in large schools.

5. Trustee’s Report – Rick Grinham was unable to attend the PAC meeting and did not submit a report.  It was noted that it is important to this PAC to have Isfeld’s trustee representative attend the PAC meetings or submit a report in absentia.

6. Treasurer’s Report – Diana Briggs.  (See attached Treasurer’s Report for full bank account balances.)
· The PAC finances operate under two bank accounts – Gaming and Non-Gaming accounts.  All Direct Access funds from the provincial government are put in the Gaming account.

· There is some money set aside from a Ministry of Education grant to be spent on a capital expense (to be decided).
· $3400 has been received from the Aspen Middle School PAC; $3650 has been received from the Courtenay Middle School PAC.  The Treasurer suggests that these funds be used for Grade 8 and 9 program expenses, as it was their previous schools that contributed this money.

· We are waiting to find out if we will receive Direct Access funds from the government, but our application is in process, as well as an application for affiliation, which would give us a bingo license and entitle us to approximately $15 000 per year.
7. District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC) Representative – Leah Taylor was unable to attend the meeting.

8. Grad Meeting – Will be held on Wednesday, October 1 at 7:00 pm in the Multi-Purpose Room.

9. New Business – Elections of PAC Executive/DPAC Rep/FAC Reps.
· Bill Village ran the elections, calling for nominations from the floor.  Results are as follows:

-  Co-Chairs – Jennifer Keenan and Diana deWitt

-  Secretary – Lisa Taylor

-  Treasurer – Diana Briggs

-  DPAC Rep – Leah Taylor

-  School Planning Council (SPC) Reps – 

Jennifer Keenan/Diana deWitt (executive representatives)

Diana Kutyn

Rhonda Snook

-  FAC (French Advisory Council) Reps – 

Joanne Steven and Haley Humphrey.

10. School Band Trips – 

· The Senior Band is planning a trip to Calgary and Edmonton in the spring, and any school trip beyond provincial borders requires the approval of the school PAC.  Individual student cost will be approximately $500/student, with 50% paid by parents/students and 50% through fundraising.  
· Motion to support Senior Band trip:  Nelda Adamus.

Seconded:  Barb Paulson.

Motion carried.

11. Public Bus Routes –

· Public transit schedules have not been adjusted to facilitate Isfeld’s school schedule.

· Parents are encouraged to call Karen at the transit office to advocate for an after-school bus and an early-morning bus (School Special #99) that would pick up and drop off students bound to and from Isfeld at more reasonable times.

· It was suggested that a letter could be written on behalf of the PAC expressing these concerns.

· Bill Village will contact Ron Amos at the School Board Office to see if the School Board could contact the transit office on this matter, and he will also put up a sign-up sheet to see how much need for or interest in an adjusted bus schedule there is. 

12. Motion to adjourn:  Heather Demeo.

Seconded:  Tannis Stanley.

Motion carried. 

